
 
 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 
May 6, 2019 
 
EPCOR RIVERFEST BRINGS NORTHLANDS ABOARD TO SUPPORT GROWTH OF 
ANNUAL RIVER VALLEY FESTIVAL  
 
Edmonton, AB – With EPCOR RiverFest – and its signature float down the North Saskatchewan River – 
getting set to return this August, the River Valley Alliance (RVA) is pleased to announce it has contracted 
Northlands to support the festival as it gets bigger and better. 
 
Launched in 2017, EPCOR RiverFest is the RVA’s signature annual event to showcase the many ways 
people can safely enjoy the river valley on land and water. 
 
“Attendance is growing every year and that’s truly exciting because it demonstrates an appetite for 
connecting with the river valley – which is exactly what the River Valley Alliance and the festival are all 
about,” says RVA Executive Director Brent Collingwood.  
 
“We’re blessed to have great festival partners like EPCOR, the Town of Devon and Parkland County and 
we’re thrilled to now bring Northlands aboard to add their extensive event expertise to the organizing 
team,” adds Collingwood. “Many hands working together can create great things and this collaboration 
will ensure we continue to offer an amazing river valley experience for our guests as EPCOR RiverFest 
evolves and expands into the future.”  
 
In 2017 approximately 1,500 people floated down the river in rafts and Voyageur canoes. In 2018, that 
number increased to 2,400, despite the event being cancelled the second day due to weather. 
 
This year’s EPCOR RiverFest event will take place in Edmonton and Devon on August 10 and the 
organizers are aiming to increase attendance again. In fact, they hope to essentially double it – and 
that’s where Northlands’ support and resources come in. 
 
Northlands’ role will include project management, sponsorship activation, support for land and water 
activities, and volunteer management. It’s a role that’s intended to expand each year to align with the 
festival’s growth.  
 
“We are excited to partner with our friends at EPCOR and River Valley Alliance to make this year’s 
EPCOR RiverFest the best ever,” says Kevin Gunderman, Vice President and Chief Financial Officer, 
Northlands. “Northlands is celebrating its 140th anniversary and is honoured to have been chosen to 
partner on this event and celebrate our world-class river valley. We look forward to many years of 
bringing the community together to enjoy a true jewel of our region.” 
 



 
 
Northlands has experience in creating large-scale events and is looking forward to expanding its 
portfolio to include a partnership event with EPCOR and River Valley Alliance and to continue to grow 
EPCOR RiverFest each year. 
 
Returning again this year as title sponsor, EPCOR is excited about what the added bandwidth of 
Northlands will bring to the festival experience.  
 
“EPCOR is passionate about RiverFest. It provides people with an experience that allows them to enjoy 
the North Saskatchewan River, and better understand it and the important role it plays in our 
communities,” says Stuart Lee, EPCOR President & CEO. “Over the past two years, Edmontonians have 
responded enthusiastically to RiverFest, exceeding the expectations EPCOR and the River Valley Alliance 
had when we created the event. With Northlands coming on board, RiverFest can now expand to 
provide more people – young and old – with an engaging river valley park experience and a unique float 
down the river.” 
  
Tickets for 2019 EPCOR RiverFest will go on sale in mid-June on epcorriverfest.ca.  
 
For more information contact:  
Connie Smart 
Marketing & Communications Manager, River Valley Alliance 
Cell: 587-987-9370  
connie.smart@rivervalley.ab.ca  
 
Mackenzie Parish 
Event & Communications Specialist, Northlands  
Cell: 780-266-2567 
MParish@northlands.com  
 
About the River Valley Alliance 
The River Valley Alliance (RVA) is a not-for-profit organization made up of the seven shareholder 
municipalities that border the North Saskatchewan River in the Edmonton Metropolitan region: the 
Town of Devon, Parkland County, Leduc County, the City of Edmonton, Strathcona County, the City of 
Fort Saskatchewan, and Sturgeon County. The RVA’s goal is to create trail connectivity and access 
through a balanced approach of preserving, protecting and enhancing one of the largest metropolitan 
river valley park systems in the world. Projects include trails, pedestrian bridges, and boat access. The 
ultimate objective of the RVA is to connect one continuous trail from Devon to Fort Saskatchewan, 
spanning approximately 100 km.  
rivervalley.ab.ca   
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About Northlands 
Northlands is deeply rooted in the community and is poised to undertake a remarkable transformation. 
As Canada’s largest agricultural society, Northlands has cultivated the knowledge and experience to 
bring people together, spark interest and shine a light on Alberta’s agricultural industry. Northlands will 
foster an appreciation for the industry and give insight into the journey from gate to plate through 
educational programs, special events and the province’s culinary/food distribution channels. Through 
major events like K-Days, Farmfair International, and now EPCOR RiverFest, Northlands for 140 years has 
brought our Community together, and attracted visitors from far and wide, to celebrate and promote 
vibrant, active communities, diverse cultural opportunities, and innovation to drive economic 
development in our Province. For more information, please visit northlands.com.  
 

https://www.northlands.com/

